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typically includes a PSTN switching network
with a number of telephone switchboards or

line selection devices to which individual
telephone lines are connected. When a

telephone call is placed, the line selection
device connected to the called telephone

line detects the dialing of the called number
and routes the call to the central office of

the called party. When the call is completed,
the line selection device disconnects the line
connected to the called party, and connects

the line to the central office of the calling
party. A packet switching network also

typically includes switching devices, but a
packet switching network does not

necessarily include telephone switching
devices. In a packet switching network,

information is transmitted in the form of a
packet having a specific format. The packets
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